29 Yashawaka
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A long time ago, there was a boy in Owari. His
name was Yashawaka. He was very active. One evening,
he came back home barefoot. His mother was surprised
and asked, “What happened? Where are your zori?” “A
dog ran after me, so I lost my zori,” he answered. He
had some small scratches on his hands and legs. He
said, “The dog jumped on me and scratched me.”

His mother took him to the butsudan and said, “Your

father is always watching you. You got the scratches
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because you climbed a tree
and took some persimmons
from it, right?”

Yashawaka was surprised

and looked down. His

mother asked tenderly, “You
took some persimmons from someone’s tree, and the dog
ran after you. Is that right?”

But Yashawaka didn’t answer. His mother looked at
him sadly and sighed. At last he opened his heart and
said, “I'm sorry. I took some persimmons from someone’s
tree.” His mother said tenderly,
“I'm very glad, because you
told me the truth. It’s a very
important thing.”

Later Yashawaka became Kato
Kiyomasa. He built Kumamoto
Castle and governed the

Higo-han.
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