26 The Man Who Saved Amakusa
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Shigenari asked the
government to reduce nengu
again and again, but the
government always said no.
Even so, he never gave up
until he died.
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About 370 years ago, in 1637, Shimabara-Amakusa-ikki

broke out. A lot of people in Amakusa lost their families,
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their farms and their will to live. farm i
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In 1641, Suzuki Shigenari came
to Amakusa as the first officer after -officer RE

Shimabara-Amakusa-ikki. He
planned many things and worked

very hard to help people, but the

lives of the people didn't get better.

In those days, people had to pay nengu, an annual
tribute to the government, with rice, but in Amakusa they
didn't have a lot of land to grow rice. They had to grow it
on the mountainside, so it was not easy for them to get
enough rice. But nengu in Amakusa was two times their
actual harvest. They had nothing to eat after they paid it.
Shigenari really worried about that. He thought, “People in
Amakusa work very hard, but their lives will not get better

because nengu is too high for them.”
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After Shigenari, his nephew Shigetoki came to Amakusa -nephew (L))
as an officer. He also tried
hard to reduce nengu for
Amakusa. Finally, the finally D11

government reduced nengu,

and the lives of the people

in Amakusa got better.
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After Reading
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(#1) Suzuki Shigenari was a man who came to Amakusa

as the first officer after Shimabara-Amakusa-ikki.

52



