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47

[T IR RSB S MR
The Spirit of KUMAMOTO
BRI IN 1K .0 IR

BB, ANSTICH?EHMFeT
(Aoi-Aso Shrine) Z8l>TWEITH. BH
FIERG4E 3, TAL20(2008) FICHEAET
M TERIIEESNELL,
Blka 7B AlL, 55
XAICRSTEEBEE L,
LB AGEABTERSA

ZOTLLD, 3
BEATIHTD
BRAEY

S

Ms. Yamada visited Aoi-Aso Shrine before, but she

didn’t look at it carefully. Actually she wasn’t interested -actually R

in it at all. Then she visited Aoi-Aso Shrine again, and

the guji explained about it. This time she looked at qui EA

. . . I -explain ~%FHHATS
everything carefully for the first time and found that the
romon had many figures, colors and decorations. They -romon  HF
-figure %
-decoration %ffi
‘mask BH

were wonderful, and the masks on the corners were

special. They can’t be found at any other shrines, so

The Okunchi Festival is the biggest festival in the
Hitoyoshi-Kuma area. Every year many people come to
see it. During the festival, many events are held, and
tsubon-jiru, a traditional soup, is cooked too.

Ms. Yamada wanted to know more about the Okunchi
Festival because she realized how valuable traditional
events and dishes are.

She visited the guji again. He said, “Aoci-Aso Shrine is
for all the people in the Hitoyoshi-Kuma area. This
shrine has become a wonderful national treasure.” She

will never forget his words.
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they are called Hitoyoshi-yoshiki.
When she learned new things about the shrine, she
was suprised. She became proud of it as a national

treasure because she realized how precious it was. She
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thought there were more things to learn about Aoi-Aso ENBEALEELLOTHED
Shrine.
She talked about Aoi-Aso Shrine with her father at
home. Her father said, “I'm glad you are interested in
traditional culture. You know the Okunchi Festival. If we -area Huig

continue to treasure this festival, that means we will

treasure Aoi-Aso Shrine.”
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(f) There is a beautiful river in the Hitoyoshi-Kuma area. We call it
the Kawabe River. Many people visit there and enjoy fishing or
rafting. We also have a very big fireworks festival every summer.
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