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Dr. Urata Tadako
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In 1906, Urata Tadako opened a hospital in Ushibuka.
It was for patients with eye problems. She worked hard
for them.

One day she was asked to come and teach at
Gakushuin Women’s College in Tokyo. She thought it
over and she decided to work as a teacher in Tokyo.

However, as she was teaching there, she began to
believe that her true work was to help patients. With
her husband, she visited her mentor Kitasato Shibasaburo
and talked with him about it. He was from Kumamoto
too. Shibasaburo said, “There are not many specialists in
China. Why don’t you go there to help sick people?”
Tadako said, “We’ll go
there to help them”

In 1912, she opened
the Doujin Hospital in

Tianjin. Many people from

different countries lived

there. Tadako spoke to her
Chinese patients in Chinese,

her German patients in

German, and her British

and American patients in
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English. She was very kind
and helped any patient who
came to her.

When Tadako went to
see a Chinese patient, the
family had no money so

they wanted to sell the

blanket that was keeping
the patient warm. Tadako said, “She’ll get worse if
you take it off. Don’t worry about money, please.”

She didn’t take money from such poor patients.
Sometimes she even gave money to her patients. All her
life was for other people.

After she came back to Japan, she opened a hospital
in Tokyo. She worked hard as a doctor until she died at
the age of 64.
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