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In his elementary school
days, Kawakami Tetsuharu
was a regular member on his
baseball team. When he was
in the fifth grade, he became
a starting player. After that,
he entered Kumamoto-kogyo High School. The school
was very famous for baseball.

He entered the high school with high hopes. At that
time he had to play baseball, study hard and teach
children to get money. But he didn’t have enough time
to do all these things at once. It was difficult for him
to continue such a life, so he had to leave the school.
He thought that his father would be angry at him. But
his father said to him, “You had a hard time.”
Tetsuharu felt his father’s kindness.

Then Tetsuharu went back
to Hitoyoshi. His teammates and
the teachers of Kumamoto-kogyo
High School went to see him
and said, “Come back and play

baseball again.” He was very
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happy and decided
to return to school
to play baseball.
He started to play
baseball again and
studied harder than
before. From this
time he showed his baseball talent and his team won
second place in the National High School Baseball
Tournament in the summer.

People saw his talent, and he joined the Giants
professional baseball team. He sent half of his salary to
his parents every month because he remembered the
hard times in his childhood.

Then Tetsuharu became
a wonderful batter and set
many records. People called
him “the God of Batting.” It
was a great nickname for

him.
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