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When he was a child,
Yamashita Yasuhiro was a
very naughty boy and loved

to move around. His parents

worried about him. So they .

told him to study judo at a h”i
neighborhood dojo when he was in the fourth grade of
elementary school.

He soon became a good judo player. He won the
Kumamoto Prefectural Judo Tournament when he was in
the sixth grade.

He practiced hard and he
won the national competition
in junior high school and
high school. He won the
All-Japan Judo Championships

for the first time when he
was a second year student in college. He became the
youngest all Japan judo champion in history.

In the fall of the same year, Yamashita took part in
the All-Japan Student Championship. He had to fight

against Yoshioka in the finals. He was as strong as
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Yamashita when he was in high school. But Yamashita’s
condition was very good that day, and he thought he
would win in the match. However, he lost the match.

He was too careless about the match. He was very
shocked.

The match with Yoshioka changed
Yamashita’s heart. After the match, he
practiced much harder and always did
his best. As a result, he never lost
again and won 203 matches in a row.

Yamashita retired in 1985 but he

still works for Japanese judo, even

now.
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