13 The God of Agriculture
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OK, everyone. [No, I don't.

Do you know
this man?
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I know him. He is
Mr. Matsuda Kiichi,
right?
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Matsuda Kiichi made his own farm in Kikuchi. He
started to work very hard with many students, but
the results were not so good. They were very poor.
“Let’s try harder,” he always said to his students and
to himself.

Four years later, Kiichi used all his money for the
farm, and he and his students had to give up the
farm. But Kiichi never stopped working and studying.
He made a farm again in Yatsushiro, and at last his
research began to show wonderful results.

Kiichi taught over 3,000 people at the farm. And
then his students taught the Matsuda style to farmers
all over Japan. His dreams came true.

He used to say, “I climbed up the 999 steps of
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Kompira-Shrine. It was not so hard for me.” Do you

know why?
Kiichi said, “The first step was just one step, and

the last step was also just one step.”
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