12 The Treasure of Our Town

[T IR RSB S MR
The Spirit of KUMAMOTO
BRI 1K .0 IR

=< 5

FOEFP L O

DEFFAHLSRFMANTNET,

==

Agitiptt (5 ith i)

My grandfather is a noh and kyogen performer in
Kikuchi. He started performing when he was young.
Before the festival, he works during the day and
practices at night.

One night I asked him, “Aren’t you tired?” He said
with a smile, “Well, we perform
Matsubayashi Noh because we
want to make everyone happy.
So it is our important treasure.

Do you want to try with me?”

[ said, “Yes.” I practiced with

him many times.
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Finally the day of the festival
came. There were many people,
and I was very nervous.

When I was on the stage,
the audience was laughing and
enjoying my performance. When
[ finished, I heard the crowd’s

applause.

My grandfather said, “You did very well. I really
enjoyed performing with you. I am very happy.”

And an old woman said to me, “You were very
good. I hope to see your performance next year
again. Thank you so much.” Then I remembered my

grandfather’s words, “Matsubayashi Noh is our treasure.”
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