10 Half A Piece of Watermelon
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Hayashi Ichizo was born in Kumamoto in 1867.
Ichizo was five years old when his father died.
After that he lived with his mother and his sick
grandmother. They were very poor, so Ichizo was
always wearing old clothes. His classmates often
teased him.

One day he went home crying and said to his
mother, “I want to change schools.” But his mother
said, “Don’t cry. Be strong. Go back to your school
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When school finished,
Ichizo didn’t want to go
home but his mother
was waiting for him

in front of the house.

When she saw her son,
she ran to Ichizo and
hugged him in silence.
He found half a piece of watermelon in the
kitchen. Watermelon was very expensive at that
time. She didn’t eat a bite of it and left it all for
Ichizo. He was filled with love for his mother, and

never forgot her kindness.

Thank you,
mom....
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