The Hagiwara Bank
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The Kuma River is flowing in Yatsushiro. It gives
a lot of blessings to people in Yatsushiro.

However, sometimes this river caused terrible
disasters. In 1755, heavy rain caused a big flood. It
hit the Hagiwara bank and damaged towns and
villages. More than 500 people were injured or died.

Many people searched for their lost family members.
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Inatsu Yaemon watched
the terrible scene and
worried. He thought, “We
need a stronger embankment.
It will be hard work, but

someone has to do it.” He

made up his mind to do it.

Hosokawa Shigekata was looking for someone to
rebuild the Hagiwara bank. So Yaemon offered to do
it. He said, “We can’t wait. We have to rebuild it
as soon as possible. I will do it.” He already had his
own plan. People were very glad to hear that. Many
people came and worked hard. Even Yaemon worked
with them. It was really hard.

When they worked, they sang a song of thanks to
Yaemon. Then they completed the new embankment in
only seven days.

Many people sang a song to thank Yaemon from
the bottom of their hearts. Even Hosokawa sang it.

“Inatsu-sama is like a God. He saved our lives.”
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