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Reduction of fruit damage from Melanose by the cultural control of combining
dieback twigs pruning and the use of Reflective Sheet Mulches
on Satuma mandarin(Citrus unshiu Marcov.)
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Reduction of fruit damage from Melanose by the cultural control of combining
dieback twigs pruning and the use of Reflective Sheet Mulches
on Satuma mandarin(Citrus unshiu Marcov.)
Mariko YOsHIDA, Kazuhiro YAMADA, Miho MoRrIYAMA,Naoyuki SUGIURA, and Hideo SAKAKI

The effects of pruning dieback twigs and mulching reflective sheet on the occurrence of Melanose, Diaporthe Citri Wolf ,

were investigated using extremely early maturing Satsuma mandarin. Even if dieback twigs before sprouting was pruned

intensively, the occurrence of dieback twigs continued to increase from May to August and it rapidly increased from June to

September. The occurrence of fruit damage from Melanose was restricted by pruning dieback twigs twice or three times before

sprouting and in from May to August. There were tendencies for environmental factors that the light intensity was higher, the

temperature was higher and the humidity was lower in the crown of the citrus tree with reflective sheet mulch than without one.

These improvements of environmental conditions may promote the reduction of the occurrence of fruit damage from Melanose.

It was suggested that the cultural control of combinations of pruning dieback twigs and mulching reflective sheet was effective

to restrict the occurrence of Melanose at lower density level.
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