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Factors Affecting the Occurrence of 'Water core' in Medium-late Maturing Peach
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Factors Affecting the Occurrence of 'Water core' in Medium-late Maturing Peach

Osamu FUJIMARU, Mituaki HIGASHI, and Shinji OKADA

Summary

The water core of peach is a phenomenon of fruit whose flesh changes into brown at the harvesting period. In Kumamoto,
it is a problem in the medium-late maturing cultivars like ‘Nagasawa-hakuho’ and ‘Kawanakajima -hakuto’, which are harvested
after mid-July. Water core has been frequently found in the fruits of heavy weight, high sugar content and soft flesh.

Fifteen to seventeen fruits per 1 m’ of canopy surface area prevented them from growing up excessively, and the hardness of
fruit to harvest at about 2 kg - cm ~* was able to reduce the occurrence of water core.

The occurrence of water core was rare in the fruits bagged by white paper bags than in the fruits bagged by shading bags.
However, the coloration of fruits bagged by white bags was thinner than the color of those bagged by shading bags. Water core
did not progress after harvesting.
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