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Stable Annual High - Quality Fruit Production by Nonwoven Fahrie Mulch

in Sweet - Flavored Satsuma Mandarin

Kuniya Kitazono, Hideo Sakaki, Akira Isobe
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‘- Summary

Nonwoven fabric mulch(NFM) is used for the production of high - quality Satsuma mandaring fruit.

We applied the NFM for late maturing sweet - fiavored Satsuma manderins to determine the time of appli-

cation and to find the effective time of irrigation for reduiced acid fruit production.

It was found that the best time to start mulching was mid or late August. One hundred litter water per

mature tree was irrigated one month after the commencement of mulching when the acid reading of the

mulched trees are higher than nonmulched trees.

To solve theproblem of biennial bearing characteristic of sweet - ﬂavored Satsuma mandarins thinning

techmques are also investigated. Alternate-branch fruit thinning method which young fruit is completely

removed from some branches and allowed to cluster on other branches was found to be the best new tech-

nique for stable annual production. Mixture of ethychlozate and ethehon was used as thinning agent.

Tt was concluded that the introduction of NFM and alternate - branch fruit thinning was recommendable

for stable annual high - quality fruit production of sweet - flavored Satsuma mandarin.






