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Yields by Early Planting of Pot and Plug Seedlings on Tomato Production
during Summer and Autumn
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Summary
Yields by Early Planting of Pot and Plug Seedlings on Tomato Production during Summer and Autumn
Tetsuro MiyamoTo, Youko TANAKA and Eishin IwAMOTO

Pot seedlings for tomato production during summer and autumn are mainly planted in early May in Kumamoto. It is
effective to extend the period of cultivation for increased yield, while it is difficult to plant much earlier in spring in an unheated
greenhouse due to low temperatures. We thus examined the effect on yield of planting pot seedlings a little earlier. Early planting
in the middle of April resulted in harvests earlier by 5-11 days, and an increase in the number of fruit clusters by 1.5-2.2.
Moreover, yields were increased by 6-16%. We also examined the timing of planting plug seedlings for improved yield.
Although yields by planting plug seedlings in early May were decreased by 9-21% compared to those of pot seedlings in early
May, yields of plug seedlings planted in the middle of April were equivalent to those of pot seedlings in early May. Therefore,
we concluded that early planting is an effective way to increase tomato production yield during summer and autumn, and
planting plug seedlings in the middle of April improves yield to the level of pot seedlings in early May.
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