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This is an extremely elegant design,which is far more complex than it
first appears to be. When seen from the approach road,the house has a
simple box-like composition,with few windows.lt appears to have an
‘enclosed" feeling. There are windows in the garden-side facade, facing
towards the trees, but the facade is not fully-glazed. However, internally,
the house glows very brightly with daylight, and the house feels very
‘open’. The ground floor rooms are, in fact, open on both sides, with
windows facing towards the garden and also towards two courtyards
which are concealed behind the tall concrete walls on each side of the
entrance. Sunlight falls into the centre of the house from a rooflight over
the staircase, creating a bright and welcoming entrance hall.
Despite the basic geometric form of the exterior, and the simple plan of
the rooms, the interior gives the family many different types of space to
enjoy. The character of each room relates to the differently designed
exterior spaces on both sides. In this way, although the appearance of
the house is very ‘'modern’ it is, in fact, a very 'Japanese-style' house.

Tom Heneghan
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